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Introduced by Alderwoman Laura Keys 

January 13, 2023 

 

 

The proposed bill is recommended by the Board of Public Service and authorizes the appropriation 

of $12,000,000 of funds received under the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Pub. L. No. 117-

2 (March 11, 2021) (ARPA), authorizing certain expenditures of such funds, to the extent received 

for ARPA Cares Senior Citizens Homeowners Grants to make allocations of $500 a month for 

twelve months to senior citizens which individually or jointly own and occupy dwellings and have 

owned and occupied said dwelling for a period of ten or more years. 
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BOARD BILL NUMBER 177 INTRODUCED BY ALDERWOMAN LAURA KEYS 

 

 

An ordinance recommended by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment appropriating a portion 1 

of funds received under the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Pub. L. No. 117-2 (March 11, 2 

2021) (ARPA), authorizing certain expenditures of such funds, to the extent received for ARPA 3 

Cares Senior Citizens Homeowners Grants to make allocations of $500 a month for twelve months 4 

to senior citizens which individually or jointly own and occupy dwellings and have owned and 5 

occupied said dwelling for a period of ten or more years; authorizing contracts and other 6 

documents to expend the funds, to the extent received; containing a severability clause; and 7 

containing an emergency clause. 8 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis has received Four Hundred Ninety-Eight Million 9 

Seventy-Six  Thousand Fifty-Four Dollars ($498,076,054.00) from the Federal Government 10 

pursuant to the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. Pub. L. No. 117-2, § 9901 (the “Coronavirus 11 

Local Fiscal Recovery Funds”); and  12 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 health emergency caused a decline in revenue needed to 13 

maintain vital public services; and 14 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has impacted and highlighted the critical need to make necessary 15 

investments in broadband infrastructure and technology improvements, which have been shown 16 

to be critical for work, education, healthcare, and civic participation during the public health 17 

emergency; and 18 

WHEREAS, Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds awarded under the American 19 

Rescue Plan Act may be used “(A) to respond to the public health emergency with respect to the 20 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) or its negative economic impacts, including assistance to 21 
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households, small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted industries such as tourism, travel, 1 

and hospitality; (B) to respond to workers performing essential work during the COVID–19 public 2 

health emergency by providing premium pay to eligible workers of the metropolitan city, non-3 

entitlement unit of local government, or county that are performing such essential work, or by 4 

providing grants to eligible employers that have eligible workers who perform essential work; (C) 5 

for the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue of such 6 

metropolitan city, non-entitlement unit of local government, or county due to the COVID–19 7 

public health emergency relative to revenues collected in the most recent full fiscal year of the 8 

metropolitan city, non-entitlement unit of local government, or county prior to the emergency; or 9 

(D) to make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure”; and 10 

WHEREAS, the use of the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds must adhere to 11 

Federal guidance that has been and will be issued and the City’s associated requirements; and  12 

WHEREAS, there is an immediate and urgent need to meet the public health, economic, 13 

and public safety crises as quickly and effectively as possible. 14 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS, AS FOLLOWS: 15 

SECTION ONE.     There is hereby appropriated the sum of Twelve Million Dollars 16 

($12,000,000) of the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds to the City of St. Louis Office of 17 

the Treasurer for ARPA Cares Senior Citizens Homeowners Grants to make allocations of $500 a 18 

month for twelve months to senior citizens which individually or jointly own and occupy dwellings 19 

in the City of St. Louis and have owned and occupied said dwellings for a period of ten or more 20 

years.  The City of St. Louis Treasurer, or their designee, is hereby authorized to make, negotiate, 21 

and execute all contracts or other documents on behalf of the City to expend such funds, and to 22 
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expend such funds on behalf of the City for the implementation of an emergency vehicle traffic 1 

signal preemption system in the City of St. Louis substantially in accordance with this Section 2 

One.  The Comptroller is authorized and directed to issue warrants upon the City Treasury for 3 

payment of all expenditures authorized in this Section provided that such warrants do not exceed 4 

the total amount of funds appropriated by this Section. 5 

DEPARTMENT PROGRAM TITLE APPROPRIATION 

City of St. Louis 

Treasurer 

ARPA Senior Citizen Homeowner 

Grants 

$12,000,000 

 

SECTION TWO.     Severability Clause.      It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Board 6 

of Aldermen that each, and every part, section and subsection of this Ordinance shall be separate 7 

and severable from each, and every other part, section, and subsection hereof and that the Board 8 

of Aldermen intends to adopt each said part, section, and subsection separately and independently 9 

of any other part, section and subsection. In the event any part, section or subsection of this 10 

Ordinance shall be determined to be or to have been unlawful or unconstitutional, the remaining 11 

parts, sections and subsections shall be and remain in full force and effect, unless the court making 12 

such finding shall determine that the valid portions standing alone are incomplete and are incapable 13 

of being executed in accord with the legislative intent.  14 

SECTION THREE.    Emergency Clause.     Delay in receipt and appropriation of these monies 15 

will increase threats to the public health and welfare by causing delay in responding to the fiscal 16 

and other impacts caused by the COVID-19 crisis. This being an ordinance providing for the 17 

immediate preservation of public peace, health or safety, and providing for public work or 18 

improvements and repairs thereof, it is hereby declared to be an emergency measure within the 19 
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meaning of Sections 19 and 20 of Article IV of the Charter of the City of St. Louis and therefore 1 

this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 2 
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